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(54) FORMAT DECODER 
(57) Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To obtain format information with high 
accuracy from an optical disk with a large number 
of flaws by providing a circuit which outputs a 
discrimination result by discriminating a track 
address signal by decision by majority, and a 
circuit which outputs the discrimination result by 
discriminating the coincidence of the track address 
signal included in a signal from a decoder. 
CONSTITUTION: A majority circuit 19 outputs a 
majority signal when the coincidence of two track 
addresses out of track addresses recorded for 
three times on the optical disk, and also, a 
coincidence circuit 20 outputs a coincidence signal 
when the coincidence of all the track addresses is 

obtained, thereby, a microcomputer can obtain track address information with high 
accuracy, Also, by employing such configuration, the microcomputer can use the 
majority signal from the majority circuit 19 separately from the coincidence signal from 
the coincidence circuit 20 in address decision in a seek operation and that in a write 
operation, respectively. Thereby, it is possible to obtain the format information with high 
accuracy from the optical disk with a large number of flaws. 
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